Brief for Eastern Front Presentation (1941-1944)
Objective: Create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation (8—12 slides) on the Eastern Front, explaining
its role as WWII’s largest and most decisive theater through Operation Barbarossa, the Battle of
Stalingrad, and Soviet counteroffensives. Your presentation should educate the class on key events,
their significance, and their impact.
Module Overview:
Timeframe: June 1941-1944.
Theater: Eastern Europe (USSR, Poland, Ukraine).
Belligerents: Axis (Germany, Romania, Hungary) vs. Allies (USSR).
Significance: The Eastern Front was where Germany suffered its greatest losses, with
Stalingrad as a turning point and Soviet advances paving the way for Germany’s defeat.
Slide-by-Slide Guidance:
Introduction (1 slide):

o Prompt: Introduce the module, its timeframe, and its role in WWIL.

1.

o Include:

Overview: Germany’s invasion of the USSR, the pivotal Battle of Stalingrad,
and Soviet counteroffensives that broke Germany’s military.

Theater: Eastern Europe, focusing on the USSR’s western front.

Key question: Why was the Eastern Front the decisive theater of WWII?

o Visual: Map of Eastern Europe showing German invasion routes (1941) and Soviet
advances (1943-1944).

2. Context/Background (1 slide):

o Prompt: Explain the events leading to the Eastern Front.

o Include:

Pre-1941: Germany’s Blitzkrieg successes (Module 2); Nazi-Soviet Pact (1939)
delayed conflict.

Hitler’s goals: Conquer USSR for “living space” (Lebensraum) and resources.
USSR’s situation: Stalin’s purges weakened military, but vast manpower and
industry available.

o Visual: Timeline of 1939-1941 (Pact to Barbarossa) or photo of German troops
preparing for invasion.

3. Key Event 1: Operation Barbarossa — Invasion Begins (1 slide):

o Prompt: Describe Germany’s invasion of the USSR.

o Include:

Date: June 22, 1941.

Details: ~4 million Axis troops invaded across a 1,800-mile front; rapid gains
captured millions of Soviet troops.

Outcome: Soviets suffered ~4.5 million casualties by December 1941,
German advance stalled near Moscow.

o Visual: Map of Barbarossa’s three fronts (North, Center, South); photo of German
Panzer tanks.

4. Key Event 2: Battle of Stalingrad — German Offensive (1 slide):

o Prompt: Explain Germany’s attempt to capture Stalingrad.

o Include:

Date: August 1942—November 1942,

Details: Germany targeted Stalingrad for oil routes; brutal urban warfare in
city ruins.

Outcome: German Sixth Army advanced but faced fierce Soviet resistance;
~2 million total casualties.

o Visual: Map of Stalingrad’s position; photo of city ruins or German troops.
5. Key Event 3: Battle of Stalingrad — Soviet Counteroffensive (1 slide):



o Prompt: Discuss the Soviet counterattack that turned the battle.
o Include:
= Date: November 1942—February 1943.
= Details: Operation Uranus encircled German Sixth Army; ~800,000 German
casualties, surrender in February 1943.
= Qutcome: Major turning point; Germany lost Eastern Front initiative.
o Visual: Map of Operation Uranus encirclement; photo of Soviet troops in Stalingrad.
6. Key Event 4: Soviet Advance — Kursk and Bagration (1 slide):
o Prompt: Highlight Soviet counteroffensives that pushed Germany back.
o Include:
= Dates: 1943-1944 (focus on Kursk, July 1943; Operation Bagration, June
1944).
= Details: Kursk (largest tank battle) halted German offensive; Bagration
liberated Belarus, destroyed German Army Group Center.
= Qutcome: Soviets regained territory, advanced toward Germany.
o Visual: Map of Soviet advances (1943-1944); photo of T-34 tanks at Kursk.
7. Significance of the Eastern Front (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Analyze why this module was critical to WWIL.
o Include:
= Strategic: Broke Germany’s military; USSR bore ~80% of Axis losses, easing
other fronts (e.g., Module 4).
= Military: Showcased Soviet resilience, industrial output (e.g., T-34 tanks), and
manpower.
=  Political: Strengthened USSR’s Allied role, set stage for post-war influence in
Eastern Europe.
o Visual: Graph of German/Soviet casualties (1941-1944); photo of Soviet victory flag.
8. Human and Strategic Impact (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Discuss the human cost and long-term consequences.

o Include:
= Casualties: ~10 million total (Soviet: ~8 million military/civilian; German: ~2
million).
= Civilian impact: Mass displacement, starvation, and destruction in occupied
areas.

= Strategic consequences: Germany’s defeat became inevitable; USSR
emerged as a superpower, occupying Eastern Europe.
o Visual: Photo of Stalingrad survivors or destroyed villages; map of Soviet territorial
gains by 1944,
9. Conclusion and Discussion (1 slide):
o Prompt: Summarize the module’s role and engage the class with questions.
o Include:
= Summary: The Eastern Front was WWII’s decisive theater, where Stalingrad
and Soviet advances crushed Germany’s war effort.
= Discussion questions:
= How did Stalingrad change the course of WWII?
=  What if Germany had captured Moscow in 19417?
o Visual: Symbolic image (e.g., Soviet soldiers in Stalingrad, victory banner) or timeline
of 1941-1944.
10. Sources (1 slide):
o Prompt: List at least 3 reliable websites or YouTube sources used for research.
o Include:
= Suggested sources:



= United States Holocaust Memorial Museum:
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/timeline-of-events/1941/operation-
barbarossa
= Imperial War Museum: https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-battle-
of-stalingrad
=  YouTube: “Battle of Stalingrad” by Epic History TV:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlcJancuPRY
=  Format: Website name, title, URL; YouTube channel, video title, URL.
o Visual: Simple text list; optional small screenshot of a website or YouTube thumbnail.
Research Tips:
e Use primary source sections on websites (e.g., Imperial War Museum’s soldier accounts) for
quotes.
e Focus on key figures (e.g., Zhukov for USSR, Paulus for Germany, Stalin for leadership).
e Search YouTube for reputable channels (e.g., Epic History TV, WW?2) for visuals or battle
explanations.
Presentation Tips:
e Divide slides among group members to ensure equal participation.
e Use bullet points; explain details verbally to keep slides clean.
e Practice to fit 8—-10 minutes (~50 seconds per slide), leaving 1-2 minutes for Q&A.
e Engage the audience with a story (e.g., a Soviet soldier’s experience in Stalingrad).
Key Stats to Highlight:
e Casualties: ~10 million total; Stalingrad: ~2 million; Barbarossa: ~4.5 million Soviet by 1941.
e Troops: ~4 million Axis in Barbarossa; ~3 million Soviet initially.
e Duration: June 1941-1944 (Barbarossa to Bagration).
Potential Challenges:
e Balance Barbarossa, Stalingrad, and Soviet advances; don’t overfocus on one event.
e Address civilian suffering sensitively, focusing on historical facts.
e Use maps to clarify the front’s vast scale (1,800 miles).



