Brief for German Blitzkrieg Presentation (1939-1940)

Objective: Create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation (8—12 slides) on the German Blitzkrieg,
explaining its role as a catalyst for WWII in Europe, its key events, and its strategic and human
impact. Your presentation should educate the class on how Germany’s rapid victories, including the
Dunkirk evacuation’s significance, shaped the war.

Module Overview:

e Timeframe: September 1939—May 1940.

e Theater: Europe (Poland, Denmark, Norway, Low Countries, France).

e Belligerents: Axis (Germany) vs. Allies (Poland, France, Britain, Norway, Netherlands,
Belgium).

e Significance: The Blitzkrieg (“lightning war”) showcased Germany’s innovative tactics,
leading to the fall of key Allied nations and isolating Britain, with the Dunkirk evacuation
preserving Allied forces for future campaigns.

Slide-by-Slide Guidance:
1. Introduction (1 slide):
o Prompt: Introduce the Blitzkrieg module, its timeframe, and its role in WWII.
o Include:
= Qverview: Germany’s fast, coordinated invasions using tanks, air support,
and infantry to launch WWII.
= Theater: Europe, focusing on Poland, Scandinavia, Low Countries, and
France.
= Key question: How did the Blitzkrieg and Dunkirk shape WWII’s early phase?
o Visual: Map of Europe showing countries invaded by Germany (1939-1940).
2. Context/Background (1 slide):
o Prompt: Explain the events leading to the Blitzkrieg.
o Include:
= Pre-1939: Hitler’s rise, rearmament, annexation of Austria/Czechoslovakia.
= Germany’s goals: Expand territory, weaken Allies, achieve rapid victories.
= Allied situation: Poland isolated, France/Britain reliant on static defenses
(e.g., Maginot Line).
o Visual: Timeline of 1938-1939 (Anschluss to Poland invasion) or photo of Hitler with
military leaders.
3. Key Event 1: Invasion of Poland (1 slide):
o Prompt: Describe the invasion of Poland and its role in starting WWII.
o Include:
= Date: September 1, 1939.
= Details: ~1.5 million German troops; Luftwaffe bombed cities, Panzers
advanced rapidly.
=  Qutcome: Poland fell by October 1939; partitioned with USSR (Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact); ~70,000 Polish casualties.
o Visual: Map of Poland showing German/Soviet advances; photo of German tanks or
Warsaw bombing.
4. Key Event 2: Invasions of Denmark and Norway (1 slide):
o Prompt: Explain Germany’s rapid conquests in Scandinavia.
o Include:
= Date: April 9, 1940.
= Details: Denmark occupied in hours; Norway invaded to secure iron ore
routes, faced Allied resistance.
= Qutcome: Norway fell by June 1940; ~10,000 total casualties; Germany
gained northern flank.



o Visual: Map of Scandinavia showing German invasion routes; photo of German
troops in Norway.
5. Key Event 3: Invasion of the Low Countries (1 slide):
o Prompt: Discuss Germany’s attack on the Netherlands and Belgium.
o Include:
= Date: May 10, 1940.
= Details: Paratroopers, Panzers overran defenses; Rotterdam bombed,;
~100,000 Dutch/Belgian casualties.
= Qutcome: Netherlands surrendered in 5 days, Belgium in 18; opened path to
France.
o Visual: Map of Low Countries showing German advance; photo of Rotterdam after
bombing.
6. Key Event 4: Dunkirk Evacuation (1 slide):
o Prompt: Highlight the evacuation of Allied forces at Dunkirk.
o Include:
= Date: May 26—June 4, 1940.
= Details: ~338,000 Allied troops (British, French) evacuated by Royal Navy and
civilian boats under Luftwaffe attack.
= Qutcome: Saved forces for future campaigns (e.g., D-Day); ~30,000-40,000
Allied left behind, captured.
o Visual: Map of Dunkirk evacuation routes; photo of Allied troops on Dunkirk beaches
or rescue boats.
7. Significance of Blitzkrieg (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Analyze why the Blitzkrieg was critical to WWII’s early phase.
o Include:
= Strategic: Germany dominated Western Europe, isolating Britain; France’s fall
(June 1940) led to Vichy regime.
= Military: Blitzkrieg’s combined arms (tanks, air, infantry) revolutionized
warfare.
= Dunkirk’s role: Preserved Allied manpower, boosted morale despite tactical
defeat.
o Visual: Diagram of Blitzkrieg tactics (e.g., Panzer spearheads); photo of Dunkirk
evacuation or German troops in Paris.
8. Human and Strategic Impact (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Discuss the human cost and long-term consequences.
o Include:
= Casualties: ~70,000 Polish, ~100,000 Dutch/Belgian, ~360,000 French,
~160,000 German; ~30,000—40,000 Allied captured at Dunkirk.
= Civilian impact: Bombings (e.g., Warsaw, Rotterdam) killed ~50,000 civilians;
millions displaced.
= Strategic consequences: Britain stood alone; Germany’s early success led to
overconfidence, later overextension (e.g., Barbarossa).
o Visual: Photo of Polish or French refugees; map of German-occupied Europe by June
1940.
9. Conclusion and Discussion (1 slide):
o Prompt: Summarize the module’s role and engage the class with questions.
o Include:
=  Summary: The Blitzkrieg launched WWII, showcasing Germany’s dominance,
while Dunkirk’s evacuation preserved Allied hopes.
= Discussion questions:
= How did Dunkirk’s evacuation impact the Allies’ long-term strategy?



=  What if Germany’s Blitzkrieg had failed in France?
o Visual: Symbolic image (e.g., Dunkirk rescue boats, German flag over Paris) or
timeline of 1939-1940.
10. Sources (1 slide):
o Prompt: List at least 3 reliable websites or YouTube sources used for research.
o Include:
= Suggested sources:
= National WWII Museum:
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/invasion-
poland-fall-1939
= Imperial War Museum: https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-
german-invasion-of-western-europe
=  YouTube: “The Dunkirk Evacuation” by Epic History TV:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_8K_crwK5g
= Format: Website name, title, URL; YouTube channel, video title, URL.
o Visual: Simple text list; optional small screenshot of a website or YouTube thumbnail.
Research Tips:
e Use primary source sections on websites (e.g., Imperial War Museum’s soldier accounts) for
quotes.
e Focus on key figures (e.g., Hitler, Guderian for Germany; Churchill for Britain).
e Search YouTube for reputable channels (e.g., Epic History TV, WW?2) for visuals or battle
explanations.
Presentation Tips:
e Divide slides among group members to ensure equal participation.
e Use bullet points; explain details verbally to keep slides clean.
e Practice to fit 8—10 minutes (~50 seconds per slide), leaving 1-2 minutes for Q&A.
e Engage the audience with a story (e.g., a British soldier’s experience during the Dunkirk
evacuation).
Key Stats to Highlight:
e Casualties: ~70,000 Polish, ~100,000 Dutch/Belgian, ~360,000 French, ~160,000 German;
~30,000-40,000 Allied captured at Dunkirk.
e Troops: ~2.5 million German across campaigns; ~338,000 Allied evacuated at Dunkirk.
e Duration: September 1939—-June 1940.
Potential Challenges:
e Balance multiple events (Poland, Scandinavia, Low Countries, Dunkirk); don’t overfocus on
one.
e Highlight Dunkirk’s significance without overshadowing France’s fall in significance/impact
slides.
e Use maps to clarify the rapid geographic shifts across Europe.



	Brief for German Blitzkrieg Presentation (1939–1940)

