
Brief for Japanese Aggression and Chinese Resistance Presentation 
(1931–1945) 
Objective: Create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation (8–12 slides) on Japanese Aggression and 
Chinese Resistance, explaining Japan’s imperial expansion in Asia and China’s prolonged resistance, 
which shaped the Pacific War and WWII. Your presentation should educate the class on key events, 
their significance, and their impact, highlighting China’s critical role. 
Module Overview: 

• Timeframe: 1931–1945. 
• Theatre: Asia (Manchuria, China, Southeast Asia). 
• Belligerents: Axis (Japan) vs. Allies (China, Britain, U.S., Commonwealth nations). 
• Significance: Japan’s aggression established its imperial dominance in Asia, triggering the 

Pacific War, while China’s resistance tied down millions of Japanese troops, aiding Allied 
victories. 

Slide-by-Slide Guidance: 
1. Introduction (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Introduce the module, its timeframe, and its role in WWII. 
o Include: 

 Overview: Japan’s conquests (Manchuria, China, Southeast Asia) and China’s 
resistance as a major WWII front. 

 Theater: Asia, focusing on China and Southeast Asia (Malaya, Burma, 
Singapore, Hong Kong). 

 Key question: How did Japan’s aggression and China’s resistance shape the 
Pacific War? 

o Visual: Map of Asia showing Japanese conquests (1931–1942) and Chinese 
resistance areas. 

2. Context/Background (1 slide): 
o Prompt: Explain the events leading to Japan’s aggression and China’s resistance. 
o Include: 

 Japan’s goals: Imperial expansion for resources (oil, rubber) and dominance, 
driven by militarism. 

 China’s situation: Weakened by civil war (Nationalists vs. Communists) but 
united against Japan. 

 Pre-1931: Japan’s growing influence (e.g., 1910 Korea annexation). 
o Visual: Timeline of 1931–1937 (Manchuria to Sino-Japanese War) or photo of 

Japanese militarists (e.g., Tojo). 
3. Key Event 1: Invasion of Manchuria (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Describe Japan’s invasion of Manchuria and its early impact. 
o Include: 

 Date: September 18, 1931 (Mukden Incident). 
 Details: Japan staged a railway explosion to justify invasion; established 

puppet state Manchukuo. 
 Outcome: League of Nations’ inaction emboldened Japan; China began 

resistance. 
o Visual: Map of Manchuria showing Japanese occupation; photo of Japanese troops 

in 1931. 
4. Key Event 2: Second Sino-Japanese War Begins (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Explain the start of the Sino-Japanese War and a major atrocity. 
o Include: 

 Date: July 7, 1937 (Marco Polo Bridge Incident). 
 Details: Japan invaded China proper; captured Shanghai, Nanjing. 
 Nanjing Massacre (Dec 1937): ~200,000 Chinese killed by Japanese forces. 



 Chinese response: Nationalists (Chiang Kai-shek) and Communists (Mao 
Zedong) resisted. 

o Visual: Photo of Nanjing destruction or Chinese soldiers; map of Japanese advance 
(1937). 

5. Key Event 3: Southeast Asian Conquests (1 slide): 
o Prompt: Discuss Japan’s 1941–1942 invasions of Malaya, Burma, Singapore, and 

Hong Kong. 
o Include: 

 Dates: December 1941–February 1942. 
 Details: Rapid campaigns; Malaya (jungle warfare, bicycles), Singapore 

(~80,000 Allied POWs), Burma (cut Burma Road), Hong Kong (British 
surrender). 

 Outcome: Japan secured resources (rubber, oil); major Allied setback. 
o Visual: Map of Southeast Asia showing Japanese conquests; photo of Singapore’s 

surrender. 
6. Key Event 4: China’s Resistance (1942–1945) (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Highlight China’s continued resistance and coordination with Allies. 
o Include: 

 Dates: 1942–1945, focus on 1944–1945 (e.g., Operation Ichi-Go, Burma 
Campaign). 

 Details: Chinese guerrilla and conventional warfare tied down ~1–2 million 
Japanese troops; coordinated with Allies to reopen Burma Road (1945). 

 Outcome: Weakened Japan’s Pacific defenses, aiding U.S. campaigns. 
o Visual: Photo of Chinese soldiers or Burma Campaign; map of China’s resistance 

zones. 
7. Significance of Japanese Aggression and Chinese Resistance (1–2 slides): 

o Prompt: Analyze why this module was critical to WWII. 
o Include: 

 Strategic: Japan’s early victories expanded the war to Asia; China’s resistance 
prevented Japan from reinforcing Pacific islands. 

 Political: Japan’s aggression prompted U.S. embargoes, leading to Pearl 
Harbor; China’s unity strengthened Allied resolve. 

 Military: Japan’s overextension and China’s endurance shifted momentum to 
Allies by 1944. 

o Visual: Graph of Japanese troop commitments in China (1937–1945); photo of 
Chiang Kai-shek or Mao. 

8. Human and Strategic Impact (1–2 slides): 
o Prompt: Discuss the human cost and long-term consequences. 
o Include: 

 Casualties: ~14 million Chinese (military/civilian); ~2 million Japanese in 
China; ~100,000 Allied in Southeast Asia. 

 Civilian impact: Nanjing Massacre, forced labor, famine in occupied areas. 
 Strategic consequences: Japan’s overstretched empire collapsed; China 

emerged as a key Allied power, gaining UN Security Council seat. 
o Visual: Photo of Chinese refugees or Nanjing victims; map of Japan’s empire at its 

1942 peak. 
9. Conclusion and Discussion (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Summarize the module’s role and engage the class with questions. 
o Include: 

 Summary: Japan’s aggression ignited the Pacific War, but China’s resistance 
drained its resources, enabling Allied victory. 



 Discussion questions: 
 How did China’s resistance impact Japan’s Pacific strategy? 
 What if Japan had not invaded China in 1937? 

o Visual: Symbolic image (e.g., Chinese resistance fighters, Japanese surrender) or 
timeline of 1931–1945. 

10. Sources (1 slide): 
o Prompt: List at least 3 reliable websites or YouTube sources used for research. 
o Include: 

 Suggested sources: 
 National WWII Museum: 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/second-sino-
japanese-war 

 Imperial War Museum: https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-
japanese-invasion-of-southeast-asia 

 YouTube: “The Second Sino-Japanese War” by Kings and Generals: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nqXb0rXFrQ 

 Format: Website name, title, URL; YouTube channel, video title, URL. 
o Visual: Simple text list; optional small screenshot of a website or YouTube thumbnail. 

Research Tips: 
• Use primary source sections on museum websites (e.g., Imperial War Museum’s oral 

histories) for quotes. 
• Focus on key figures (e.g., Tojo for Japan, Chiang Kai-shek or Mao for China). 
• Search YouTube for reputable channels (e.g., Kings and Generals, WW2) for visuals or 

explanations. 
Presentation Tips: 

• Divide slides among group members to ensure equal participation. 
• Use bullet points; explain details verbally to keep slides clean. 
• Practice to fit 8–10 minutes (~50 seconds per slide), leaving 1–2 minutes for Q&A. 
• Engage the audience with a story (e.g., a Chinese guerrilla fighter’s experience). 

Key Stats to Highlight: 
• Casualties: ~14 million Chinese, ~2 million Japanese in China; ~80,000 Allied POWs in 

Singapore. 
• Troops: ~1–2 million Japanese tied down in China annually (1937–1945). 
• Duration: 1931–1945 (Manchuria to Japan’s surrender). 

Potential Challenges: 
• Balance Japan’s aggression (1931–1942) with China’s resistance (1937–1945); don’t 

overfocus on early conquests. 
• Address Nanjing Massacre sensitively, focusing on historical facts. 
• Use maps to clarify the vast geography (Manchuria, China, Southeast Asia). 
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