
Brief for North African and Italian Campaigns Presentation (1940–1945) 
Objective: Create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation (8–12 slides) on the North African and Italian 
Campaigns, explaining their role in securing the Mediterranean, weakening the Axis, and opening a 
southern front in Europe. Your presentation should educate the class on key events, their 
significance, and their impact on WWII. 
Module Overview: 

• Timeframe: June 1940–May 1945. 
• Theater: Mediterranean (North Africa, Sicily, Italy). 
• Belligerents: Axis (Italy, Germany) vs. Allies (Britain, U.S., Commonwealth, Free French). 
• Significance: These campaigns protected Allied supply routes (e.g., Suez Canal), knocked Italy 

out of the war, and diverted German forces, supporting the broader Allied strategy for 
victory in Europe. 

Slide-by-Slide Guidance: 
1. Introduction (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Introduce the module, its timeframe, and its role in WWII. 
o Include: 

 Overview: North African Campaign (1940–1943) and Italian Campaign 
(1943–1945) as critical Mediterranean efforts. 

 Theater: North Africa (Egypt, Libya, Tunisia) and Italy (Sicily, mainland). 
 Key question: How did the Mediterranean campaigns contribute to the Allied 

victory? 
o Visual: Map of the Mediterranean showing North Africa and Italy, with key campaign 

areas. 
2. Context/Background (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Explain the events leading to the North African and Italian Campaigns. 
o Include: 

 Pre-1940: Italy’s imperial ambitions under Mussolini; Britain’s control of Suez 
Canal, vital for oil and trade. 

 1940: Italy entered WWII (June), attacked British-held Egypt; Germany sent 
Afrika Korps (Rommel) to support after Italian setbacks. 

 Strategic stakes: Mediterranean control for Axis; Suez and Middle East oil for 
Allies. 

o Visual: Timeline of 1940–1942 (Italy’s entry to El Alamein) or photo of Mussolini or 
Rommel. 

3. Key Event 1: North African Campaign – Early Battles (1 slide): 
o Prompt: Describe the initial phase of the North African Campaign. 
o Include: 

 Dates: June 1940–July 1942. 
 Details: Italy invaded Egypt; Rommel’s Afrika Korps pushed British back to El 

Alamein, Libya. 
 Outcome: Stalemate at First Battle of El Alamein (July 1942); ~200,000 total 

casualties by mid-1942. 
o Visual: Map of North Africa showing Axis advances; photo of Rommel or British 

troops in desert. 
4. Key Event 2: Second Battle of El Alamein (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Explain the turning point in North Africa. 
o Include: 

 Date: October–November 1942. 
 Details: British Eighth Army (Montgomery) defeated Afrika Korps with 

superior resources, planning. 



 Outcome: Axis retreated; ~50,000 Axis casualties, ~23,000 Allied; first major 
Allied land victory. 

o Visual: Map of El Alamein battle lines; photo of Montgomery or British tanks. 
5. Key Event 3: Operation Torch and Tunisia (1 slide): 

o Prompt: Discuss the Allied invasion of North Africa and its conclusion. 
o Include: 

 Dates: November 1942–May 1943. 
 Details: U.S./British landings in Morocco, Algeria (Operation Torch); 

combined push trapped Axis in Tunisia. 
 Outcome: Axis surrendered (May 1943); ~250,000 Axis troops captured; 

North Africa secured. 
o Visual: Map of Operation Torch landings; photo of Allied troops in Tunisia. 

6. Key Event 4: Italian Campaign – Sicily and Mainland (1 slide): 
o Prompt: Highlight the invasion of Italy and key battles. 
o Include: 

 Dates: July 1943–May 1945 (focus on Sicily, July 1943; Monte Cassino, 1944). 
 Details: Operation Husky captured Sicily; mainland invasion (Salerno, 1943) 

faced German resistance; Monte Cassino stalled Allies. 
 Outcome: Italy surrendered (September 1943); Germans fought until May 

1945. 
o Visual: Map of Sicily and Italian peninsula; photo of Monte Cassino ruins or Allied 

landings. 
7. Significance of North African and Italian Campaigns (1–2 slides): 

o Prompt: Analyze why this module was critical to WWII. 
o Include: 

 Strategic: Secured Suez Canal, Mediterranean shipping; diverted German 
forces from Eastern Front. 

 Political: Italy’s surrender weakened Axis; boosted Allied morale before D-
Day. 

 Military: Demonstrated U.S./British coordination, though Italy’s slow 
progress highlighted challenges. 

o Visual: Graph of Axis troop commitments in Mediterranean (1942–1945); photo of 
Allied victory in Sicily. 

8. Human and Strategic Impact (1–2 slides): 
o Prompt: Discuss the human cost and long-term consequences. 
o Include: 

 Casualties: North Africa: ~620,000 total (Axis/Allied); Italy: ~650,000; El 
Alamein: ~50,000 Axis, ~23,000 Allied. 

 Civilian impact: Bombing, displacement in Italy; North African locals faced 
food shortages, fighting. 

 Strategic consequences: Axis weakened; southern front eased pressure on 
USSR; Italy’s post-war reconstruction began. 

o Visual: Photo of Italian civilians or Tunisian battle aftermath; map of Allied 
Mediterranean control by 1943. 

9. Conclusion and Discussion (1 slide): 
o Prompt: Summarize the module’s role and engage the class with questions. 
o Include: 

 Summary: North African and Italian Campaigns secured the Mediterranean, 
removed Italy from the Axis, and supported Allied victory. 

 Discussion questions: 
 How did the victory at El Alamein influence Allied morale? 



 What if the Axis had held North Africa longer? 
o Visual: Symbolic image (e.g., Allied troops in Rome, Axis surrender in Tunisia) or 

timeline of 1940–1945. 
10. Sources (1 slide): 

o Prompt: List at least 3 reliable websites or YouTube sources used for research. 
o Include: 

 Suggested sources: 
 National WWII Museum: 

https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/north-african-
campaign 

 Imperial War Museum: https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-italian-
campaign 

 YouTube: “The North African Campaign” by WW2: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3k48xB6x-AI 

 Format: Website name, title, URL; YouTube channel, video title, URL. 
o Visual: Simple text list; optional small screenshot of a website or YouTube thumbnail. 

Research Tips: 
• Use primary source sections on websites (e.g., Imperial War Museum’s diaries) for quotes. 
• Focus on key figures (e.g., Rommel for Germany, Montgomery for Britain, Patton for U.S.). 
• Search YouTube for reputable channels (e.g., WW2, Epic History TV) for visuals or battle 

explanations. 
Presentation Tips: 

• Divide slides among group members to ensure equal participation. 
• Use bullet points; explain details verbally to keep slides clean. 
• Practice to fit 8–10 minutes (~50 seconds per slide), leaving 1–2 minutes for Q&A. 
• Engage the audience with a story (e.g., a British soldier’s experience at El Alamein). 

Key Stats to Highlight: 
• Casualties: North Africa: ~620,000 total; Italy: ~650,000; El Alamein: ~50,000 Axis, ~23,000 

Allied. 
• Troops: ~250,000 Axis captured in Tunisia; ~1 million Allied engaged in Italy by 1945. 
• Duration: June 1940–May 1945. 

Potential Challenges: 
• Balance North Africa (1940–1943) and Italy (1943–1945); don’t overfocus on one campaign. 
• Simplify complex operations (e.g., Torch’s multiple landings) for clarity. 
• Use maps to clarify the Mediterranean’s strategic geography (Suez to Italy). 

 


