Brief for Start of the Pacific War: Pearl Harbor and Midway Presentation (1941-1942)

Objective: Create a 10-minute PowerPoint presentation (8—12 slides) on the Pacific War, focusing on
Pearl Harbor and Midway, which marked the globalization of WWII and a critical turning point in the
Pacific theater. Your presentation should educate the class on key events, their significance, and their

impact.

Module Overview:
Timeframe: December 1941—June 1942.
Theater: Pacific Ocean (Hawaii, Midway Atoll).
Belligerents: Axis (Japan) vs. Allies (United States).
Significance: Pearl Harbor brought the U.S. into WWII, escalating the conflict globally, while
Midway halted Japan’s Pacific expansion, shifting momentum to the Allies.
Slide-by-Slide Guidance:
Introduction (1 slide):
o Prompt: Introduce the module, its timeframe, and its role in WWIL.

1.

o Include:

Overview: Pearl Harbor’s surprise attack and Midway’s decisive naval battle
as pivotal Pacific War moments.

Theater: Pacific Ocean, focusing on Hawaii and Midway Atoll.

Key question: How did Pearl Harbor and Midway reshape WWII’s global
scope?

o Visual: Map of the Pacific showing Pearl Harbor (Hawaii) and Midway Atoll.
2. Context/Background (1 slide):
o Prompt: Explain the events leading to Pearl Harbor and Midway.

o Include:

Pre-1941: Japan’s conquests in Asia (Module 1) strained U.S. relations; U.S.
imposed oil embargoes.

Japan’s goals: Neutralize U.S. Pacific Fleet to secure Pacific dominance.

U.S. situation: Isolationist but aiding Allies via Lend-Lease; Pacific Fleet based
at Pearl Harbor.

o Visual: Timeline of 1941 (embargoes to Pearl Harbor) or photo of Japanese aircraft

carrier.

3. Key Event 1: Pearl Harbor — Planning and Attack (1 slide):
o Prompt: Describe Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.

o Include:

Date: December 7, 1941.

Details: Admiral Yamamoto’s plan; 6 carriers, 353 planes attacked U.S. naval
base.

Outcome: ~2,403 U.S. killed; 8 battleships damaged/destroyed; Japan lost 29
aircraft.

o Visual: Map of Oahu showing Pearl Harbor attack; photo of USS Arizona exploding.
4. Key Event 2: Pearl Harbor — Immediate Aftermath (1 slide):

o Prompt: Explain the immediate consequences of Pearl Harbor.

o Include:

Date: December 1941.

Details: U.S. declared war on Japan (December 8); Germany declared war on
U.S. (December 11).

Outcome: WWII became global; U.S. public support surged, industry
mobilized.

o Visual: Photo of Roosevelt’s “Day of Infamy” speech or U.S. recruitment posters.
5. Key Event 3: Battle of Midway — Planning and Battle (1 slide):
o Prompt: Discuss the lead-up and events of the Battle of Midway.



o Include:
= Date: June 4-7, 1942.
= Details: Japan aimed to lure U.S. carriers into a trap; U.S. codebreakers
ambushed Japan’s fleet.
= Qutcome: U.S. sank 4 Japanese carriers, lost 1 (USS Yorktown); ~3,000
Japanese, ~300 U.S. killed.
o Visual: Map of Midway battle; photo of U.S. dive-bombers or sinking Japanese
carrier.
6. Key Event 4: Midway — Turning Point (1 slide):
o Prompt: Highlight Midway’s role as a Pacific turning point.
o Include:
= Date: June 1942.
= Details: Japan lost naval superiority; U.S. gained initiative for island-hopping
(e.g., Guadalcanal, Module 8).
= Qutcome: Shifted momentum to Allies, limiting Japan’s offensive capacity.
o Visual: Diagram of carrier losses; photo of U.S. naval personnel celebrating.
7. Significance of Pearl Harbor and Midway (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Analyze why this module was critical to WWIL.
o Include:
= Strategic: Pearl Harbor globalized the war; Midway halted Japan’s expansion,
enabling Allied counteroffensives.
= Military: Highlighted naval air power’s dominance; U.S. codebreaking proved
decisive.
= Political: U.S. entry unified Allies, boosted industrial output for war effort.
o Visual: Graph of U.S./Japanese naval strength (1941-1942); photo of Admiral Nimitz
or Yamamoto.
8. Human and Strategic Impact (1-2 slides):
o Prompt: Discuss the human cost and long-term consequences.
o Include:
= (Casualties: Pearl Harbor: ~2,403 U.S.; Midway: ~3,000 Japanese, ~300 U.S.
= Civilian impact: Pearl Harbor shocked U.S. public, ended isolationism;
Hawaiian civilians faced martial law.
=  Strategic consequences: U.S. became Pacific leader; Japan’s carrier losses
weakened its navy, leading to later defeats.
o Visual: Photo of Pearl Harbor survivors or Midway wreckage; map of Pacific after
Midway.
9. Conclusion and Discussion (1 slide):
o Prompt: Summarize the module’s role and engage the class with questions.
o Include:
= Summary: Pearl Harbor escalated WWII globally, and Midway shifted Pacific
momentum, paving the way for Allied victories.
= Discussion questions:
= How did U.S. codebreaking influence Midway’s outcome?
= What if Japan had avoided attacking Pearl Harbor?
o Visual: Symbolic image (e.g., USS Arizona memorial, U.S. flag at Midway) or timeline
of 1941-1942.
10. Sources (1 slide):
o Prompt: List at least 3 reliable websites or YouTube sources used for research.
o Include:
= Suggested sources:



= National WWII Museum:
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/pearl-harbor
= Naval History and Heritage Command:
https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/wars-
and-events/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor-raid.html
=  YouTube: “Battle of Midway” by History Hit:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd8_vOOlLsil
=  Format: Website name, title, URL; YouTube channel, video title, URL.
o Visual: Simple text list; optional small screenshot of a website or YouTube thumbnail.
Research Tips:
e Use primary source sections on websites (e.g., Naval History’s oral histories) for quotes.
e Focus on key figures (e.g., Yamamoto for Japan, Nimitz for U.S.).
e Search YouTube for reputable channels (e.g., History Hit, Epic History TV) for visuals or battle
explanations.
Presentation Tips:
e Divide slides among group members to ensure equal participation.
e Use bullet points; explain details verbally to keep slides clean.
e Practice to fit 8—-10 minutes (~50 seconds per slide), leaving 1-2 minutes for Q&A.
e Engage the audience with a story (e.g., a U.S. sailor’s experience during the Pearl Harbor
attack).
Key Stats to Highlight:
e Casualties: Pearl Harbor: ~2,403 U.S.; Midway: ~3,000 Japanese, ~300 U.S.
e Losses: Pearl Harbor: 8 U.S. battleships damaged/destroyed; Midway: 4 Japanese carriers
sunk.
e Duration: December 1941—June 1942.
Potential Challenges:
e Balance Pearl Harbor and Midway; don’t overfocus on one event.
e Simplify codebreaking details for clarity (e.g., focus on its impact, not technicalities).
e Use maps to show the Pacific’s vast scale (Hawaii to Midway).



